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“O CHRISTMAS TREE™

By K. Smith

The aroma of a fresh evergreen tree for Christmas
is one that is never forgotten. It brings memories of
wonderful days past and present. Some of us remem-
ber the scent of the native cedar tree, while others
remember the balsam fir and pine trees. As we deco-
rate our homes this wonderful season,
it might occur to us “what is the origin
of the evergreens”.

Legend has it that in the 7th Century a
monk from Crediton, Devonshire trav-
eled to Germany to spread the Word
of God. He allegedly used the triangu-
lar shape of the Fir Tree to describe
the Holy Trinity of God the Father, Son
and Holy Sprit. Converted subjects be-
gan to revere the Fir tree as God’s
tree.

In 1510 the first decorated tree ap-
peared in Latvia. Northern Europeans
believed that evergreens possessed
god-like powers and symbolized im-
mortality. It is believed that Martin
Luther was inspired with the beauty
of the stars and stately evergreens
on Christmas Eve. He cut down an
evergreen, took it to his home and
decorated it with candles in an effort
to duplicate the beauty he had wit-
nessed.

“0 Christmas tree. O Christmas tree,
Thou has a wondrous message.

O Christmas tree. O Christmas tree,
Thou has a wondrous message.
Thou dost proclaim the Savior’s birth,
Good will to men and peace on earth.
O Christmas tree. O Christmas tree.
Thou has a wondrous message.”

ticulture, Springfield Extension Center, University
of lllinois, Christmas tree farms appeared during
the depression as nurserymen could not sell their
evergreens for landscaping, so they cut them for

Christmas trees.

Mr. Robson also states that six species
account for about 90% of the Christ-
mas tree trade. The most popular
tree for Christmas is the Scotch pine,
followed by the Douglas fir.

Richard Jauron, Department of Horti-
culture, lowa State University, states
that 98% of all trees are grown on
farms, and that there are approxi-
mately 15,000 tree growers in North

d America. Top producing states are

| Oregon, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
& Michigan, Washington, and Wisconsin.

§ Jauron also states that Congress, in
1926, designated the General Grant
sequoia tree in Kings Canyon Na-
tional Park as the Nation’s Christmas
Tree. The General Grant tree is a
living memorial and National Shrine
to the men and women of the
United States who have given their
lives in service to their country, so
proclaimed by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower in 1956. Each year

By Ernst Anschutz
park rangers place a large wreath at

English Royals, Queen Victoria and her German
Prince, Albert, were illustrated in 1846 by the London
News standing around a Christmas tree with their
children . Instantly, not only in Britain but also with
the fashion-conscious East Coast Americans, the
Christmas Tree had arrived. Another accounting has
the Christmas Tree arriving in America through Ger-
man immigrants settling in Pennsylvania around 1821.
Still another suggests the Christmas Tree came to the
United States with Hessian troops during the Ameri-
can Revolution.

According to David Robson, Extension Educator, Hor-

the base of the tree during the an-
nual Christmas ceremony. The General Grant
tree is over 267 feet tall, 40 feet across at the
base, and over 107 feet in circumference with an
estimated age from 1,500 to 2,000 years.

The National Christmas Tree “lighting” has been a
tradition since 1923. “The only years it remained
unlit was during World War Il and was kept dark
from 1942 to 1944. Only the top ornament was
lit in 1979 in deference to the American hostages
in Iran. The tree was fully lighted for 417 sec-
(Continued on page 3)
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Fall Gardening

(Continued from page 1)

E

a gardener’s chores are not finished just because the normal bloom season is over. ,

Christmas Tree

(Continued from page 2)
onds — one second for each day the hostages had been held in captivity”
May the joy of this Christmas season remain with each and every one throughout the coming year.
K. Smith, Editor
References: David Robson, Extension Educator, Horticulture, Springfield Extension Center, University of lllinois
Richard Jauron, Department of Horticulture, lowa State University

Various Internet Sources
Various Books & Articles

ANOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Included in this month's newsletter is an Application Form and Class De-
scription for our 2008 Garden Basics Classes. Please pass this application
along to those you think will be interested in these classes. Please promote
our 2008 Garden Basics Classes as much as possible.

J. Smith
President
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MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2007

MONTH DAY PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS

Dec 17 | Election of Officers Bring Your Best Dish To
Share

Jan 21 | Installation of Officers Everyone Bring Finger Food

Feb 18 | TBA Everyone Bring Finger Food

Events CALENDAR

December 2007 e Through January 1: Hermitage Holiday Tours
Tie  Wed  Thu  Fri 615-889-2941
1 e December 6-23—"A Christmas Story” Center for the
P ; . 5 p ; s Arts—Murfreesboro: 615-904-2787
; I 7 5 e i It e December 7—Christmas Celebration on the Square—

Murfreesboro 6:00-8:00 pm

e December 8—OQaklands Candelight Tour of Homes
4:00-8:00 pm: 615-893-0022

o December 8—Battle of the Cedars, Stones River Na-
tional Park: Murfreesboro 615-893-9501

e December 17 — MGRC Monthly Meeting —
Election of 2008 MGRC Officers. This is our
celebration dinner (bring your favorite dish to
share)

e January 21 — MGRC Monthly Meeting — Instal-
lation of 2008 MGRC Officers—Directory Pic-

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 tures

e Garden Basics 2008 — Feb 11 & 25; Mar 3, 10, &

20 22 23 24 25 26
25

27 28 29 30 31 e February 14-17—Antiques & Garden Show of Nashville
615-352-1282
February 2008 e April 11-13—Bloom ‘n’ Garden Expo—Williamson

County Master Gardeners: 6105-790-5721, ext. 2
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

T R T TSR T Directory Pictures
© Will be taken at

17 19 20 21 22 23 .
- January Meeting

24 25 Garden |26 27 28 29
Basics
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MASTER GARDENER
——— " #
Name: Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: Home Phone: Work Phone: Cell
Email Address:
Gardening Activities You Enjoy:
Class limited to first $ _Applicants Registration Fee: %8$' ( )¢
+,- ” - L - ./ ! 10
Mail or Fax Ap- | UT/TSU Rutherford County Extension Phone: 615-898-7710
plication to: Master Gardeners Garden Basics Fax:  615-898-7999

315 John R. Rice Blvd. — Suite 101
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

Detach The Above & Mail With Check for Registration Fee
|

12 N# $ .4 151 671 8 " /7" 1/ 8 93)$(
") H# S oo 2t

" 1
Preparing Soil for Plant Needs: Preparing your soil to create healthy, robust and pest-resistant plants.
How Plants Grow: Understanding plant structure and environmental factors that affect plant growth and development.
What plants have in common with other plants.
Rain Gardens: A way for homeowners to assist in the reduction of rainwater runoff while adding aesthetic landscape
value with flowers, berries, leaves, etc.
Waterwise Landscaping: Where water comes from, planning, plant selection, irrigation, mulching and maintaining a
waterwise landscape.
Wildlife in the Garden: How to landscape with wildlife in mind that is healthy for humans and wildlife.
Water Features: The location, design, and maintenance of a water garden and its ability to attract wildlife to your yard
while adding aesthetic value.
Pruning, Dead-heading and Dividing: Pruning to shape and control growth of plants, maintain foliage, remove spent
flowering stems, cull dead or broken branches, eliminate diseased wood to keep your plants healthy, and how to have
more plants.
Container Gardening: Selecting containers, plants and maintenance of containers and hanging baskets.
Annuals, perennials and Ground Covers: The cultivation, maintaining and growing problems of annuals and perenni-
als, and the use and care of ground covers.
Herbs and Wildflowers: Planting, growing, harvesting, drying and the use of herbs — planting and maintaining and
maintaining perennial wildflowers in your garden.

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H youth development, family and consumer sciences and resource development. University of Ten-
nessee Institute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and County Governments cooperating. UT/TSU Extension provides equal opportu-
nities in programs and employment.
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Featured Photo of the Month

The Hermitage
Home of President Andrew Jackson

Courtesy: Tennessee Department of Tourism

GARDEN BaAsics 2008

FEB 11, 25; MAR 3,10, 25 — 6:00 PMm - 9:00 PMm

MASTER GARDENERS OF RUTHERFORD
-y s
Lane Agri-Park
315 John R. Rice Blvd.

Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Phone: 615-898-7710

Newsletter Editor:
Email: ksmith555@bellsouth.net

w lennessee OF

MASTER GARDENER

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H
youth development, family and consumer sciences and
resource development. University of Tennessee Insti-
tute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
county governments cooperating, UT Extension, and
Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities
in programs and employment.

“The SCOOP” is the official newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County, Tennes-
see and is published by email the first week of the month following the monthly meeting . Those
members without email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by
U.S. postal mail. The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be included in the newsletter is

the third Friday of each month.

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri-Park at 6:30 p.m., unless
specified. Membership is $25 for a single, or $35 for a couple residing at the same address. All

memberships are valid January through December and are prorated.

Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are open to those interested in
learning, teaching, and volunteering for the purpose of educating the community in all phases of

gardening.

PLEASE NOTE: MASTER GARDENER CERTIFICATION REQUIRES 40 HOURS OF TRAINING PLUS 40 HOURS OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE.
RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS ARE 25 VOLUNTEER HOURS, PLUS 8 HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION PER YEAR. ATTENDANCE AT

MEETINGS COUNTS AS |.5 HOURS FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 1.5 HOURS FOR ADMINISTRATION.

©2007 “Copyright”
Master Gardeners of Rutherford County
All Rights Reserved




