
Fruit Trees: 
Pruning time is here.  The best time to 

prune small fruit is while it’s cold and the 

plant aren’t growing.  Pruning is one of 

the most important practices that need 

to be carried out in fruit plantings. 

 

It’s difficult to be motivated to prune this 

time of year.  It’s cold. It’s wet.  It’s in-

convenient. But, the payoff in the sum-

mer is worth the effort.  When properly 

done, pruning has many advantages.  

 

When trees and vines begin fruiting, an-

nual pruning is essential to renew fruit-

ing wood and to adjust crop load.  With 

time, fruit wood may lose it ability to 

have fruit and/or large size fruit.  Re-

moval of some of this older fruit wood 

will stimulate the development of new, 

healthy wood that will have fruit buds in 

the coming years.  

 

Lawn:        
For controlling lawn weeds, there are 

generally two herbicide application 

types:  pre-emergence and post-

emergence.  Pre-emergence herbicides 

prevent weeds from becoming estab-

lished.  Post-emergence herbicides are 

applied after weeds are established. 

 

Pre-emergence herbicides such as 

(Balan, benefin, Dimension, dithiopyr, 
Pendulum or Halts Crabgrass Preventer, 

pendimethalin) and many others work 

great on summer and winter annual 

grasses and some perennial weeds.  To 

ensure the best performance with pre-

emergence herbicides; first, you have to 

get them down before the weeds germi-

nate.  Second, remove trash, leaves and 

thatch to allow the herbicide to directly 

contact the soil.  Third, apply the pre-

emergence herbicide uniformly over the 
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Tennessee Master Gardener Winter School Summary 
Jack Smith — Advocacy Board Member 

The Tennessee Master Gardener Win-
ter School concluded on March 1.  
This year combined Leadership and 
Education, which had previously been 
split into a Spring and a Winter con-
ference.  
The Leadership sessions covered ex-
pected duties of  President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer of 

individual groups. Instructions were 
presented on Robert’s Rules of Order 
and how to conduct local meetings. 
Other sessions covered new members, 
maintaining members, and teaching 
their communities about horticultural 
activities as well as how to assist the 
Extension Service with their pro-
grams. 

Other topics included guidelines for 
developing newsletters and internet 
web sites. 
 
The Education section was dedicated 
to how to teach those who were not 
well-versed in horticultural activities, 
directed by David Craig of Knoxville. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Our average last hard frost is April 
15th.  Therefore, don’t be too anx-
ious to plant to avoid losing your 
new items....    
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treatment area (as directed on the product label). 

Fourth, after application, apply one-half inch or more 

irrigation.  This activates the herbicide by moving it 

into the soil.  Pre-emergence herbicides will not be as 

effective if not immediately activated by irrigation 

(unless otherwise noted on the product label). 

 

Post-emergence herbicides such as (Weed-B-Gon, 

Lawn Weed Killer, Trimec and many others) contain 

2,4-D, MCPP or MCPA, and dicamba works better on 

broadleaf weeds (wild garlic, dandelion, henbit, etc) 

but only after they germinate. Weeds are generally 

easier to control when they are young.  Post-

emergence herbicides may be contact or systemic.  

Contact herbicides only kill the top growth contacted 

by the herbicide.  Systemic herbicides applied to the 

top growth, move within the plant to control below 

grown reproductive structures not contacted in the ini-

tial application.  Systemic herbicides are preferred 

when treating established perennials weeds. 

 

Fruit and Vegetables: 
As you see your strawberries start to grow, you should 

remove the straw mulch from around the berries.  It is 

also a good opportunity to remove weeds from around 

flowers and vegetable beds. Herbs such as chives, 

creeping thyme, mint and French tarragon can be di-

vided at this time. 

 

Head lettuce, broccoli, asparagus, cauliflower, cab-

bage and onions can be plant at this time but if you 

have not tilled or turned your soil, you can do that to 

prepare for a later planting of vegetables. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: 
If you had blackspot on roses last year, you will have 

it again this year; so, you should prune your roses and 

start spraying for blackspot with a fungicide.  This is 

still a good time to transplant shrubs, trees and hardy 

vines. 

 

To find out more information, please call the Extension 

Service at 615-898-7710 or visit our office at 315 John 

R. Rice Blvd.; Suite 101 in Murfreesboro.  The Exten-

sion Service offers it programs to all persons regard-

less of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disabil-

ity and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  Ω 

Horticultural Tips 

2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Speakers Bureau           Don Richardson 
Public Relations            Keith Miller 
Special Events               Beth Fedorowicz 
Historian                       Emmet McCrary 
Newsletter                    Katherine Smith 
Telephone                     Wanda Richardson 
Food Coordinator         Emily Arnold 
Vineyard                        Warren Anderson 
Garden Basics               Jack Smith 
Jr. Gardener                  —– 

(Continued from page 1)    

He has developed a program to teach 
new Habitat for Humanity home own-
ers how to design and care for their 
landscape.   
Additional sessions were dedicated to  
basic landscape design, plant propaga-
tion, beginning botany and a hands-on 
session of propagation using cuttings 
from various stems, leaves, cuttings 

and seeds. 
Those in attendance the first day were 
given an overview of a new project in 
West Tennessee entitled “Discovery 
Park of America”.  The initial devel-
opment is anticipated to cost in excess 
of $100,000,000 and is to include a 
World Class Museum, Conference 
and Convention Center, Arboretum, 
Gardens and Outdoor areas, an I-69 

Tourism Center as well as a 15-story 
Glass Observation Tower.  The pro-
ject will be located just North/West of 
Union City, TN adjacent to the new I-
69 highway south from Chicago. 
More information on the “Discovery 
Park of America” project may be ob-
tained from the following website. 

www.discoveryparkofamerica.com Ω 

Winter School 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 
Meeting 

22 23 24  Brown 
Bag 

25 26 

27 28 29 30    

April 2008 

                                   MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2007 

MONTH DAY PROGRAM  REFRESHMENTS 

Mar 17 E. B. Smith — Landscape Lighting Everyone Bring Finger Food 

Apr 21 Doyle Sadler—Gardening & 
Preserving Food 

Social Pot Luck—Bring a 
Covered Dish 

May 19 TBA Everyone Bring Finger Food 

●Garden Basics 2008 — Feb 11 & 25; Mar 3, 10, & 25 

●March 7— Nashville  Green Roof  Market Development  

Symposium Nashville Public Library  Center 9 am - 5 pm. 

●March 15 — MGRC ROAD TRIP :  Mon-

teagle Winery Open House.  Dr. Tony 

Johnson recently purchased this winery 

and personally invites MGRC to the 

open house   

●March 15—Memphis Master Gardeners Spring Fling 9 am—

4 pm 

●March 17 — MGRC Monthly Meeting.  Speaker will 

be E. B. Smith.  Subject:  Landscape Lighting 

●March 27 — Brown Bag — Controlling Weeds in 

the Landscape — Lane Agri Park 

●April 11-13—Bloom ‘n’ Garden Expo—Williamson County 

Master Gardeners: 615-790-5721, ext. 2 

●April 21 — MGRC Monthly Meeting.  Social—Bring 

covered dish of your choice. 

●April 24—Brown Bag — Using Ground Covers 

●May 17 Middle Tennessee Plant Swap—Henry Horton 

State Park  — Lecture: "Drought Tolerant Perennials & Annu-

als" 

● June 18-21 — Southern Region Master Gardener Confer-

ence—Oklahoma City 

● July 10 — UT Summer Celebration—Jackson, TN 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11Mother’s 
Day 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 
Meeting 

20 21 22  Brown 
Bag 

23 24 

25 26  Memo-

rial  Day 

27 28 29 30 31 

May 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 TMG  
Winter Sch 

2 3 Garden 
Basics 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 Daylight 
Sav Time 

10 Garden 
Basics 

11 12 13 14 15 Trip to 
Monteagle 

16 Palm 
Sunday  

17  
Meeting 

18 19 20  Spring 
Begins 

21 Good 
Friday 

22 

23 
EASTER 

24  25Garden 
Basics 

26 27 Brown 
Bag 

28 29 

30 31      

March 2008 

03/15/08 
Road Trip to Monteagle Winery 
Meet at Lane Agri Park at 
10:30 am to carpool 



Featured Photo of the Month 

“The SCOOP” is the official newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County, Tennes-

see and is published by email the first week of the month following the monthly meeting .   Those 

members without email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by 

U.S. postal mail.  The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be included in the newsletter is 

the third Friday of each month. 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri-Park at 6:30  p.m., unless 

specified.  Membership is $25 for a single, or $35 for a couple residing at the same address.  All 

memberships are valid January through December  and are prorated. 

Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are open to those interested in 

learning, teaching, and volunteering for the purpose of  educating the community in all phases of 

gardening. 

PLEASE NOTE:  MASTER GARDENER CERTIFICATION REQUIRES 40 HOURS OF TRAINING PLUS 40 HOURS OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE.  

RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS ARE 25 VOLUNTEER HOURS, PLUS 8 HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION PER YEAR.  ATTENDANCE AT 

MEETINGS COUNTS AS 1.5 HOURS FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 1.5 HOURS FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H 
youth development, family and consumer sciences and 
resource development.  University of Tennessee Insti-
tute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
county governments cooperating, UT Extension, and 
Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities 
in programs and employment. 

 

MASTER GARDENERS OF RUTHERFORD 

Newsletter Editor: 
Email: ksmith555@bellsouth.net 

 
 

Lane Agri-Park 
315 John R. Rice Blvd. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Phone: 615-898-7710 

MONTEAGLE WINERY TRIP 
MAR 15—10:30-6:00 
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Tree Woman 

Unusual tree?  I would say so.  Can you see the 
woman who resembles a dancer?  I regret that I do 
not know where this photo originated to give credit.  


