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The Tennessee Exotic Pest Plant Council (TNEPPC) 

Needs Your Help 
     By: Terri Hogan, TNEPPC & NPS 
 
   The Tennessee Exotic Plant Council (TNEPPC) was established in 1994 to 

educate and advise on issues involving invasive exotic plant problems and 
management.  The issue of invasive exotic species is of great concern to all 
facets of society, as the costs, both in dollars and in ecological damage, 
are mounting.  Ecological damage caused by invasive plants is substantial.  
Invasive plant species overrun a variety of habitats, displace native plant 
populations, deprive wildlife of needed food sources, disrupt endangered 
plants and animals, hybridize with native plants and alter genetics, support 
non-native pathogens and pests, and alter ecosystem processes such as 
fire frequency or intensity, water and nutrient availability, soil chemistry, soil 
erosion. 
 
Our challenges are increasing, and we need an active membership to 
meet those challenges. TNEPPC is beginning an Early Detection Rapid Re-
sponse program to control species that we know to be highly invasive be-
fore they become a serious problem in Tennessee.  Cogongrass is a good 
example of such a species.  It is on Tennessee’s southern border.  TNEPPC is 
looking for: 
• People in the field to look for invasive species and report their findings 

to TNEPPC for verification, mapping and treatment. 
• Plant identification expertise across the state of Tennessee to go out 

and verify reports of new infestations. 
• Advocates who will help us educate decision makers about invasive 

plants and the need to control their spread. 
• Consumers to choose non-invasive plants for their gardens and land-

scapes and to tell producers that we do not want plant species that 
are known to be invasive available for purchase. 

• Help producing educational materials and getting them to the public. 
 
For further information contact:  Terri Hogan at Terri_Hogan@ups.gov or 
615-893-9501 
 
Educational materials are available for download from the TNEPPC website 
at http://www.tneppc.org 
 
TNEPPC provides speakers for public meetings and educational forums to 
talk about the threat posed by invasive exotic plants.  ♦  
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Horticultural Tips
      By Anthony Tuggle

      Extension Agent
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FREE SEMINAR 

LAWN CARE 

101 

February 16-20, 2009    

(5 sessions) 

11:30 A.M.1:00 P.M. 

Register by February 12 

615-898-7710 

Rutherford County Ex-

tension    Lane Agri-Park 

Course information will 

be geared toward 

homeowners who man-

age their own lawns 

and will focus on various 

grasses suitable for use 

as turf in Middle Tennes-

see and their growth 

habits and require-

ments; establishment 

and renovation of lawn 

grasses, primary and 

secondary manage-

ment practices, and 

pest control strategies 

for turf areas. 

Course is free and open 

to all interested people, 

participants are asked 

to register by February 

12 to ensure that 

enough handout mate-

rials are printed for eve-

ryone. 

Participants are wel-

come to bring their 

lunch to eat during the 

sessions. 

 

 

FRUIT TREES
 
If you are going to plant 
fruit trees this winter or 
spring, they should be 
planted where they will 
receive full sun for six or 
more hours per day.  For 
maximum production, 
they should be planted 
in well drained soil.  Most 
fruit trees are purchased 
bare-rooted.  When you 
get your trees,
them to see that they 
are in good condition.  
Make sure the roots are 
moist and in good 
shape.  A healthy root
should feel firm when 
squeezed, not spongy.  
If you are 
plant your trees when 
you first receive them, 
they can be kept for a
while under certain 
conditions.
 
1. Take them out of 

the shipping pac
age to check roots 
for damage.

2. If dry, soak the root 
for several hours b
fore storage.
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FRUIT TREES 

If you are going to plant 
trees this winter or 

spring, they should be 
planted where they will 
receive full sun for six or 
more hours per day.  For 
maximum production, 
they should be planted 
in well drained soil.  Most 
fruit trees are purchased 

rooted.  When you 
get your trees, inspect 
them to see that they 
are in good condition.  
Make sure the roots are 
moist and in good 
shape.  A healthy root 
should feel firm when 
squeezed, not spongy.  
If you are not able to 
plant your trees when 
you first receive them, 
they can be kept for a 
while under certain 
conditions. 

Take them out of 
the shipping pack-
age to check roots 
for damage. 
If dry, soak the root 
for several hours be-
fore storage. 

3. Wrap the trees in 
burlap cloth to keep 
them moist until 
planting. 

4. Store them in a cool 
area. 

5. Do not store them 
where they will be 
exposed to high 
temperatures; the 
plant will begin to 
grow after a while. 

6. Do not store them 
where they will be 
exposed to temper-
atures below freez-
ing. 

7. Be sure to keep the 
roots moist. 

 
During shipping, some 
roots may be damaged; 
if so, cut damaged roots 
at the point of injury. 
Remember, when buy-
ing fruit trees such as 
apples, pears and 
plums, two different va-
rieties of same fruit must 
be grown for a good 
cross-pollination.  Most 
peach trees self polli-
nate.  Fruit production 
can be enhanced on 
peach trees if you have 

more than one tree.  In 
order for cross pollination to 
take place, trees should be 
within 50 feet of one 
another.  Normally pollen is 
too heavy for wind to ca
ry, so bees must do the 
work.  Do not spray insect
cide w
bloom.  
 
From the time of planting 
your first trees to produ
tion depends on the type 
of tree planted.  Here are 
some fruit trees and e
pected times for fruit pr
duction after planting.
 
•

•

•

•

•
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more than one tree.  In 
order for cross pollination to 
take place, trees should be 
within 50 feet of one 
another.  Normally pollen is 
too heavy for wind to car-
ry, so bees must do the 
work.  Do not spray insecti-
cide while trees are in 
bloom.   
 
From the time of planting 
your first trees to produc-
tion depends on the type 
of tree planted.  Here are 
some fruit trees and ex-
pected times for fruit pro-
duction after planting. 
 
• Apples 3-5 years 
• Peaches 2-4 years 
• Fig  2-3 years 
• Pear  4-6 years 
• Plum  3-6 years 

    ♦  
 



 
 

Vocabulary
     By:  E. C. Tolbert, M.D.

 
 

 Recipe of the Month 
 
 

  
 

 
  

On-Going & Up-Coming 
Classes offered by the 
Master Gardeners of 
Rutherford County 

Garden Basics IV Classes 

Lane Agri-Park – Murfrees-

boro TN 

 January 24 & 31   Febru-
ary 7, 14 & 28 
 Cost: $45 
Call 615-898-7710 be-
tween 8:30-4:30 
 

 
Linebaugh Plant & Nature 

Classes 

Linebaugh Public Library – 

Murfreesboro TN 

 January 31 - October 
10:00-11:00 a.m. Last Sat-
urday of Each Month 
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BLUEBERRY BREAD

By: Ann Miller

 

 Ingredients: 
1. 1 ½ cups all

flour 
2. 1 tsp. salt
3. 1 tsp baking 
4. ½ tsp ground cinn

mon 
5. 1 cup fresh or frozen 

blueberries
6. 1cup sugar
7. ½ cup milk
8. 1/3 cup butter 

melted
9. 2 large eggs
10. 1 tsp lemon zest

Most of you have 
knowledge of the 
finition of the 
ing words
See how many you 
can define before 
checking
to see if you are co
rect. 
 
1. copse or coppice

2. espalier

3. havelock

4. mandrake

5. parterre

6. tamarind
7. tussocky
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Recipe of the Month  
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BLUEBERRY BREAD 
 

Ann Miller 

Ingredients:  
1 ½ cups all-purpose 

1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp baking powder 
½ tsp ground cinna-

1 cup fresh or frozen 
blueberries 
cup sugar 

½ cup milk 
1/3 cup butter 
melted 
2 large eggs 
1 tsp lemon zest 

11. 2 tbs lemon juice 
        

Directions: 

Preheat oven to 350° 
Stir together flour and next 
3 ingredients in a medium 
bowl 

Stir in blueberries 
Whisk together sugar and 
next 5 ingredients in a 
medium bowl until tho-
roughly blended 

Add to flour mixture, stirring 
just until blended. 

Pour batter into a lightly 
greased 8 ½  x 4 ½ inch 
loaf pan 

Bake at 350° for 1 hour or 
until a long wooden pick 

inserted in the center 
comes out clean

Cool in p
10 minutes

Remove from pan to wire 
rack and cool completely 
(about 1 hour)

 
 
 

 

Most of you have 
knowledge of the de-
finition of the follow-
ing words. 
See how many you 
can define before 
checking the answer 
to see if you are cor-

copse or coppice 

espalier 

havelock 

mandrake 

parterre 

tamarind 
tussocky 

• Copse or coppice:  a small group of trees or 
thicket 

• Espalier:  a tree or shrub trained to grow flat 
against a wall or trellis 

• Havelock: a cloth covering attached to a cap 
to protect the neck from sunburn
concern for the avid gardener.

• Mandrake:  a herbal plant of Biblical signifi
ance supposedly having qualities as an aphr
disiac (Genesis 30: 14-16) 

• Parterre: an ornamental garden with paths b
tween beds 

• Tamarind:   a tropical African tree whi
duces a pulp used in Asian cooking for flavo
ing.  The state of West Virginia selected the 
name “Tamarack”, a derivative of this tree, to 
designate its beautiful native crafts center l
cated in Beckley, West Virginia (a must see).

• Tussocky: a small area of grass that is thicker 
than the grass growing around it.

• Erudite:  learned, well read or well educated
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inserted in the center 
comes out clean 

Cool in pan on a wire rack 
10 minutes 

Remove from pan to wire 
rack and cool completely 
(about 1 hour) 

♦  

:  a small group of trees or 

a tree or shrub trained to grow flat 

: a cloth covering attached to a cap 
to protect the neck from sunburn.  A definite 
concern for the avid gardener. 

:  a herbal plant of Biblical signific-
ance supposedly having qualities as an aphro-

: an ornamental garden with paths be-

a tropical African tree which pro-
duces a pulp used in Asian cooking for flavor-
ing.  The state of West Virginia selected the 
name “Tamarack”, a derivative of this tree, to 
designate its beautiful native crafts center lo-
cated in Beckley, West Virginia (a must see). 

rea of grass that is thicker 
than the grass growing around it.   

, well read or well educated   ♦ 



 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
 

2009 OFFICERS 
 

President:                           Linda Goetz 

Vice President:              Linda Lindquist 

Secretary:                Judy Cunningham 

Treasurer:                           Emily Arnold 

Past President & 

Executive Board                  Jack Smith 

                     *************** 

Newsletter Editor:        Katherine Smith 

Website Coordinator:              Bob Ellis 

UT/TSU Extension Advisor:  

                                      Anthony Tuggle 

 

BROWN BAG 2009 
 
Feb. 26    I.D./Control of Landscape Weeds 

Mar 26    TN Native Plants 

Apr 23    Home Gardening 

May 28    Composting 

Jun 25    Mulching Your Landscapes 

Jul 23    Round Table With Extension 

Agents 

Aug 29    Turf Management Field Day 

Sept 24    Low Maintenance Shrubs 

Oct 22    Low Maintenance Trees 

Nov 19    Pruning Trees & Shrubs 

 

 

 

2009 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
 

Member pictures: Make-up pictures will 

be taken at the February meeting. 

 

 

THANK YOU 
 

MGRC thanks other Tennessee Master 

Gardener Groups for helping promote 

our upcoming Garden Basics classes. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS 

 

up pictures will 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

• February 5-8 – Antiques & Garden Show of Nashville 
tion Center 

• February 13-15 – Home Builders Association of Middle Tennessee 
Annual Home Show – Tennessee State Fairgrounds

• February 16-20 – Lawn Care 101 – Lane Agri Center
• February 19-21 – TMG Winter School – Lebanon
• March 5-8 – Nashville Lawn & Garden Show 

Fairgrounds 
• March 22-25 – 2009 International Master Gardener Conference 

Las Vegas 
• April 3-5 -- Bloom n Garden Expo – Williamson County Agriculture 

Center presented by Williamson County Master Gardeners
 
 
 

GARDEN BASICS IV SNAPSHOTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Antiques & Garden Show of Nashville – Conven-

Home Builders Association of Middle Tennessee 
Tennessee State Fairgrounds 

Agri Center 
Lebanon 

Nashville Lawn & Garden Show – Tennessee State 

009 International Master Gardener Conference –

Williamson County Agriculture 
Center presented by Williamson County Master Gardeners 

GARDEN BASICS IV SNAPSHOTS 
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About Our Organization 
 

 

“the Scoop” is the official newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County, Tennessee and is 
published by email the first week of the month.  Those members without email and who are not able to 
attend meetings may receive the newsletter by U.S. Postal mail.  The deadline for articles, pictures, 
events, etc. to be included in the newsletter is due the fourth Friday of each month. 
 
Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri-Park at 6:30 p.m., unless speci-
fied.  Membership is $25 for a single, or $35 for a couple residing at the same address.  All memberships 
are valid January through December and are pro-rated. 
 
Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are open to those interested in learning, 
teaching, and volunteering for the purpose of educating the community in all phases of gardening. 
 
 
Please Note:  Master Gardener Certification requires 40 hours of training plus 40 hours of volunteer ser-
vice.  Recertification requirements are 25 volunteer hours, plus 8 hours of continuing education per year.  
Attendance at meetings count as 1.5 hours for continuing education and 1.5 hours for administration. 
 
 

©2009 “Copyright” 
Master Gardeners of Rutherford County 

All Rights Reserved 

 
 
 
 
 
       

Master Gardeners of Ru-

therford County 

Rutherford County Exten-
sion 
Lane Agri-Park 
315 John R. Rice Blvd.  
Suite 101 
Murfreesboro, TN 37127 
 
Phone 

615-898-7710 
 
Fax 

615-898-7999 
 
E-mail Newsletter Editor 

ksmith555@bellsouth.net 
 

 
We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.mastergardeners-rc.org 

 

 

 

Trade and brand names are used only for information. UT/TSU Extension does not guar-
antee nor warrant the standard of any product mentioned; neither does it imply ap-
proval of any product to the exclusion of others which also may be suitable. 
 
Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H youth development, family and con-
sumer sciences and resource development.  University of Tennessee Institute of Agricul-
ture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, county governments cooperating, UT Extension, 
and Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities in programs and employ-
ment. 


