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MGRC 2012 STRATEGIC ITEMS 

¶ 2012 Dues Now Payable 

¶ $25 single membership 

¶ $35 couple residing at same address 

 

¶ Directory Pictures Taken at January 16th Meeting 

 

¶ Master Gardener Classes ɂ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 N 

¶ Classes begin January 10th and run weekly for 14 weeks. 

¶ Classroom Community Center Building 

 

¶ Garden Basics Classes ɂ 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

¶ January 23 Classroom Community Center Building 

¶ January 30 Classroom Community Center Building 

¶ February 6 Classroom Community Center Building 

¶ February 13 Classroom Community Center Building 

¶ February 27 Classroom Community Center Building 

 

¶ TMG Winter School 

¶ February 9 & 10    Community Center Building 



Page 2 

THE SCOOP                                                                                         Volume VIII  Issue 1 

 

2011 MGRC AWARDS 

Newcomer Award for Outstanding Service                  

(for publicizing RCMG activitiesɂframed certificate) 

Kristen Naylor & Gena Embry 

Leadership Award                                                                    

(for coordinating Master Gardeners at the Farmers 

Marketɂframed certificate) 

Reggie Reeves 

The Dewayne Trail Distinguished Service Award     

(for outstanding community service to Rutherford 

County ɂ Editing & Publishing MGRC Newsletterɂa 

personalized lucite engraved desk obelisk) 

Katherine Smith 

Lifetime Membership Designation                              

(gold badge) 

Warren Anderson  &  Don Richardson 

Five-Year Membership Pin Anna Paddon 

Three-Year Membership Pin Floyd Adams, Mary Adams, Janet Whit-

more, Karla Hagan, Clyde Blohm 

2011 Master Gardener Certification                                

(official nametag & certificate) 

Anne Brimm, Billy Brimm, Tim Brown, 

Lisa Murphy, Kristen Naylor 

Newsletter Articles                                                                 

(all who submitted articles for the Newsletter are 

combined with the drawing of one to receive the 

award , which was a copper bird feeder and a pair of 

garden pruners). 

Reggie Reeves 
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I  ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÏÕÔÇÏÉÎÇ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÈÁÓ ÆÅÌÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÁÙȣȱ×ÈÅ×ȟ )ȭÍ ÇÌÁÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÖÅÒȱ 
ÁÎÄ ȰÂÏÙȟ ÁÍ ) ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓ ÉÔȦȱ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ 
been going on in my mind the past few weeks 
as we work to transition to a new board of 
leaders.  
 
I have enjoyed having the honor to lead the 
Rutherford County Master Gardeners the past 
two years. This group has been fortunate to 
have had a solid history of strong committed 
leadership which made my time as President 
easier than it might have been and allowed 
our group to grow and prosper. I know those 
to follow will raise the bar even higher! 
 
The past two years have been building years, 
membership has grown, our projects have 
changed, there have been a lot of new chal-
ÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÔÈÒÏ×Î ÁÔ ÕÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÓ Á ÇÒÏÕÐȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÍÅÔ 
ÔÈÅÍ ÁÌÌȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÈÏ× ÐÒÏÕÄ ) ÁÍ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
part of this organization. Your ability to step 
up, volunteer, be creative, be generous is 
ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇȢ )Æ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÁÎÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ 
two years, they are not my achievements, but 
belong to each person lucky enough to bear 
ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ Ȱ2ÕÔÈÅÒÆÏÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 'ÁÒȤ
ÄÅÎÅÒȱȢ 
 
I want to thank the outgoing Executive Board 
Members, Judy Cunningham, Vice-President; 
Emily Arnold, Treasurer; Karla Hagan, Sec-
retary; Jack Smith and Linda Goetz who both 
ÁÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ Ȱ0ÁÓÔ-0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȱȢ 9ÏÕÒ ÁÄȤ
vice and support have made all the difference!  
 
Thank you also to Anthony Tuggle, County 
Director, who has had to juggle new responsi-
bilities while keeping up with the Master Gar-

deners. I appreciate all the support and en-
couragement he's given us. He might not have 
been able to attend as many meetings as he 
wanted to, but he was always there behind the 
scenes when we needed him. The staff at the 
Extension office is amazing and always willing 
to help however they can.  
 
Janie Becker will be our new advisor and 
from having worked with her at the Farmers 
Market, I know she will have a lot of new ideas 
and directions for us in the coming year.   
 
The 2012 Executive Board has a lot to do - 
right away! But I know they are all ready to 
go.  Thanks to them for accepting their new 
and continued roles. Reggie Reeves, Presi-
dent; Doretha Jackson, Vice President; Emily 
Arnold, Treasurer; Judy Cunningham, Secre-
tary. 
 
) ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÓ×ÅÅÔ ÓÐÏÔȱ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ 
Ȱ0ÁÓÔ-0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÎËÓ ÏÆ Don 
Richardson, Keith Miller, Jack Smith and 
Linda Goetz. This group is fortunate to have 
five past presidents that are still active Master 
Gardeners. That in itself is quite unusual and 
provides the Master Gardeners of Rutherford 
County a great deal of history, knowledge and 
experience to draw on as the new Executive 
Board plans for the future.  
 
Happy New Year to you all; and thank you 
again for your support and encouragement. 
 
      Linda Lindquist, CMG 
        Outgoing President 
        Master Gardeners of Rutherford County 

h¦¢DhLbD tw9{L59b¢Ω{ a9{{!D9 
By: Linda Lindquist, Past President, CMG 
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DOOR PRIZES NEEDED! 

 

W e are happy to announce that registration 
opened on November 1 for the 2012 Garden 

Basics Class offered by the Master Gardeners of Ruth-
erford County.  Class size is limited to the first 45 
registrants and will be held on Monday evenings 
from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm on January 23rd, 30th, and 
February 6th, 13th, and 27th.  More information as well 
as registration materials are available on the Master 
Gardeners of Rutherford County web-site at http://
www.mastergardeners-rc.org/html/classes.html , as 
well as at the Rutherford County Extension Office.  
The class is quickly filling up, so anyone interested 
should submit their registration form ASAP. 

One tradition of the Garden Basics Class started by 
Master Gardener Jack Smith is the awarding of door 
prizes to participants at each of the 5 classes.  Assis-
tance with collecting garden themed door prizes 
from local businesses would be very much appreci-
ated, and any of our membership is welcome to help 
out.  Please let Mark Murphy know if you are will be 
collecting door prizes so that we can be sure that we 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢ 

The 2012 Garden Basics Class is being coordinated 
jointly by Jack Smith, Mark Murphy and Reggie 
Reeves, and you are welcome to contact any of them 
if you have any questions or would like to help out 
with the class in any way.  We would like to thank 
Gina Embry for coordinating our press releases for 
this, and to Bob Ellis for posting materials on our 
web-site.  

2012 GARDEN BASICS 
By: Reggie Reeves, President, CMG 

Dr. Tony Johnston and I want to thank the Rutherford County Master Gardeners for hosting a 

fundraising effort at their annual Christmas party on December 19 th . The event was hosted by 

Linda and Harry Lindquist. The club raised $260.00 toward the purchase of bird netting for the 

vineyard on the Lane Extension Center. Thanks to all who participated!  

A THANK YOU 
By: Warren Anderson, PhD, CMG 

WELCOME! 

JANIE BECKER  

 Extension MGRC Coordinator  

http://www.mastergardeners-rc.org/html/classes.html
http://www.mastergardeners-rc.org/html/classes.html
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THE ORGANIC MINUTE 
By: Mark Murphy, CMG 

TO TILL, OR NOT TO TILL? 

T o those readers who have followed the Com-
post Corner through the last eight editions of 

the newsletter, I want to thank you for allowing me 
ÔÏ ȰÔÈÉÎË ÁÌÏÕÄȱ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÒÔÕÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔȢ .Ï×ÁȤ
days, I find that my thoughts drift more toward or-
ganic matter in general (not just compost), soil man-
agement, and my passion for Organic gardening con-
cepts and techniques. Therefore, I felt that it was 
ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÕÍÎ ÔÉÔÌÅȣ ÓÏȟ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ the 
Organic Minute ! 

In agriculture, everything begins with the soil. For 
the Organic garden, organic matter is the crucial 
component for providing the soil structure and fertil-
ity required to grow healthy plants. A primary goal of 
the Organic gardener is to maintain (or increase) the 
level of organic matter in the soil. Often, that 
ȰÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȱ ÏÆ Á ÈÕÍÕÓ-rich soil is accomplished 
through a multi-faceted approach, including tech-
niques such as the application of compost, the use of 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ ÍÕÌÃÈÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÃÒÏÐÓ ÏÒ ȰÇÒÅÅÎ 
ÍÁÎÕÒÅÓȱȢ 

For a soil to remain healthy and alive, the decompo-
sition of soil organic matter is necessary. That de-
composition provides many benefits, such as: making 
nutrients available to plants, binding soil particles 
into aggregates, and producing soil-building humus. 
(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×Å ÈÏÐÅ ÆÏÒ Á ȰÓÌÏ× ÁÎÄ ÓÔÅÁÄÙȱ ÄÅÃÏÍÐÏȤ
sition of that organic matter. A relatively quick loss of 
soil organic matter, due to rapid decomposition or 
ÅÒÏÓÉÏÎȟ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÒ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔȣ 
and can result in a soil that is lacking in fertility and 
tilth. 

&ÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌ ÃÏÎȤ
sideration of when and how to till the soil. The aera-
tion that is supplied to the soil through mechanical 
cultivation increases the rate of decomposition of the 
ÓÏÉÌȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȢ !ÎÙ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȟ /ÒÇÁÎÉÃ 
ÏÒ ȰÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌȱȟ ÃÁÎ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÖÅÌÓ ÏÆ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ 
matter in their soil by avoiding the mechanical ma-
nipulation of the soil whenever and wherever possi-
ÂÌÅ ȣ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÒÏÔÁÒÙ ÔÉÌÌÅÒÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ 

aggressively pulverize (and aerate) the soil. If 
ȰÐÌÏ×ÉÎÇ Á ÓÏÉÌ ÉÓ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒ ÉÎÔÁËÅ 
ÏÎ Á ×ÏÏÄ ÓÔÏÖÅȱ ɍ-ÁÇÄÏÆÆ Ⱦ 6ÁÎ %ÓɎȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÒÏÔÁÒÙ 
tilling must be similar to pumping the bellows on a 
blast furnace! 

2ÏÔÁÒÙ ÔÉÌÌÅÒÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ Á ÕÓÅÆÕÌ ÔÏÏÌ ȣ ) Ï×Î ÏÎÅȢ "ÕÔȟ ÁÓ 
I look for alternative techniques and tools that may 
benefit the organic matter (and living organisms) in 
my garden soil, I find that my tiller sees little action 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÄÁÙÓȢ )Æ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ 
your soil by adding organic matter, stop and think 
about the potential for defeating much of your efforts 
ÂÙ ȰÓÔÉÒÒÉÎÇȱ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÉÌ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÒÏÔÁÒÙ ÔÉÌÌÅÒȢ  )ÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ÃÁÎ 
ÙÏÕ ÌÉÇÈÔÌÙ ȰÔÕÒÎ ÏÖÅÒȱ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÉÌ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÆÏÒË ÔÏ 
ÍÉØ ÉÎ ÃÒÏÐ ÒÅÓÉÄÕÅÓȟ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔȟ ÏÒ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔÓȩ ȣ 
Can you make a smooth seedbed with nothing more 
than a rake? ... Can you use a trowel to insert trans-
plants, leaving spent crops and debris as a natural 
mulch? A little thought and creativity may give you 
several options that are as effective as rotary tilling, 
and also better serve your efforts to maintain or in-
crease the organic matter content of your soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden on! 

Send your questions or comments about Organic 

gardening to MG.Mark@comcast.netȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ 

address your concerns or include your input in fu-

ture installments of The Organic Minute . 

 

ñéplowing a soil is similar to 
opening up the air intake on a 
wood stove . What we really want 
in soil is a slow, steady burn of the 
organic matter. You get that in a 
wood stove by adding wood every so 
often and making sure the air intake 
is on a medium setting. In soil, you 
get a steady burn by adding organic 
residues regularly and by not dis-
turbing the soil too often or too 
greatly.ò ï Building Soils for Better 

mailto:MG.Mark@comcast.net
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ship. Together, our Master Gardeners and In-
terns donated over 480 hours of public service 
and over 20 hours of teaching to the Farmers 
Market from May 13th through December 18th!  
Indeed, our presence was a significant contribu-
tion in helping make the overall Farmers Market 
experience this year more enjoyable that ever. 
And, of course, teaching and community service 
are really what we are really all about. 

This year also marked the beginning of several 
new improvements to the Market, guided by 
Farmers Market Manager Janie Becker. From the 
Terrific Tuesdays promotions, to the new Farm-
ers Market Totes, the new banners and chalk-
boards, live music, to new fall Sunday Market, it 
has truly been a banner year for the Rutherford 
County Farmers Market. 

So, thanks again to all those who have helped 
make all of this possible!  Looking ahead to next 
year, with your help we can expect to see an 
ever more dynamic and exciting Rutherford 
#ÏÕÎÔÙ &ÁÒÍÅÒÓ -ÁÒËÅÔȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ×ÁÉÔȦ 

In the mean time, while we count the days till 
the Market re-opens in May, we will have to set-
tle for whatever vegetables we may have stored 
away and whatever cool season crops we may 
ÓÔÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓȢ  !ÌÓÏȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ 
about the Stones River Market at: 

 http://stonesriver.locallygrown.net/welcome  

where you can still arrange to get local, fresh 
produce and free range dairy and meat prod-
ucts. 

See you this summer! 

W hile the end of the year brings about all 
the joys of Christmas, News Years, and a 

season of celebrations, it also sadly brings about 
the end of the Farmers Market for the year until it 
re-opens again in May.  So, for those of us who 
enjoy fresh, seasonal, and local food, the end of 
the year also brings about a bit of sadness.  It will 
now be a little over four months until we can 
again begin to enjoy all that the Rutherford 
County Farmers Market has to offer. 

Looking back, however, it has been quite a year 
for us with our new expanded roles at the Farm-
ers Market.  From our First Friday series of free 
gardening inspired workshops, to our new role of 
offering soft drinks, water, and hot beverages at 
our Concessions Window, to continuing to host 
our Master Gardeners Information Table and the 
many other services that we have provided, we 
have had countless opportunities to interact with 
the public.  In fact, we had over 1,700 individual 
contacts with Market patrons and vendors at our 
#ÏÎÃÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ 7ÉÎÄÏ× ÁÌÏÎÅȦ  !ÎÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ 
have a count of individual contacts at our Infor-
mation Table, we know that we gathered over 
400 new names of people interested in signing up 
to receive our monthly newsletter, The Scoop, 
and learning more about the Rutherford County 
Master Gardeners. Our presence at the Market 
also gave us countless opportunities to promote 
our Fall Garden Extravaganza, our Garden Basics 
Class, and our Master Gardener Training Class.  It 
also provided ample opportunities for us to sat-
isfy our volunteer hour requirements, and even 
to pick up some required CEUs. 

Of course, none of this would have been possible 
without the enthusiastic support of our member-

MASTER GARDENERS AT THE MARKET 
 

By: Reggie Reeves,  CMG; Project Coordinator 

http://stonesriver.locallygrown.net/welcome
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ORANGE DATE-NUT DESSERT 
&ÒÏÍȡ  Ȱ#ÏÏËÉÎÇ ,ÉÇÈÔȱ - Southern Living ©1983 Oxmoor House, Inc. 

 

 

INGREDIENTS : 

4    medium bananas, sliced 

4    medium oranges, peeled & sectioned 

1    8 oz. can unsweetened pineapple chunks, drained 

1    cup chopped dates 

 

 

 

1/4   cup chopped walnuts or pecans 

1/4   cup unsweetened orange juice 

1        Tbs. lemon juice 

1        Tbs. honey 

1/2    tsp. ground ginger 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Combine fruit and walnuts in a medium bowl.   
Combine remaining ingredients, stirring until blended. 
Pour dressing over fruit mixture, and toss gently. 
Spoon into individual dessert dishes to serve. 
 
Yield:  10 servings (about 150 calories per serving). 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

   

2012 MGRC OFFICERS 
 

President Reggie Reeves 

Vice President Doretha Jackson 

Secretary Judy Cunningham 

McBrien 

Treasurer Emily Arnold 

 

 

Newsletter Editor Katherine Smith 

Website Coordinator Bob Ellis 

Event Coordinator TBA 

Master Gardener Co-

ordinator 

Janie Becker 

Sam Davis Home        TBA 
Butterfly Garden       TBA 
Garden Basics         Mark Murphy,  Jack Smith, Reggie Reeves 
&ÁÒÍÅÒÓȭ -ÁÒËÅÔ       TBA 
4-H Classes       TBA 
St. Claire Senior Center Garden      Ed Burnett 
Habitat for Humanity; Vineyard & New Community Garden   Warren Anderson 

2012 MGRC PROJECT COORDINATORS 
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DATE EVENT LOCATION CONTACT 

Jan 10 -  

Apr 10 

Master Gardener Training Classes Community CenterɂLane 
Agri-Park      Murfreesboro, 
TN 

615-898-7710 

Jan 23, 30, 

Feb 6, 13, 

Garden Basics Classes Community Center ɂ Lane 
Agri-Park       Murfreesboro, 
TN 

615-898-7710 

Jan 27-28 Tennessee Horticulture Expo Nashville Airport Marriott www.tnthe.com 

Feb 9-10 Tennessee Master Gardener Winter 
School 

Murfreesboro, TN  

Coming Events 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10  2012 

MG Class  

9 a.m.-12N 

11 12 13 14 

15 16  MG 

Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

17 2012 

MG Class  

9 a.m.-12N 

18 19 20 21 

22 23  2012 

Garden Basics       

6 p.m.-9 p.m. 

24 2012 

MG Class  

9 a.m.-12N 

25 26 27 28 

29 30  2012 

Garden Basics       

6 p.m.-9 p.m. 

31 2012 

MG Class  

9 a.m.-12N 

    

January 2012 



UT/TSU Rutherford County Extension 

Lane Agri-Park 

315 John R. Rice Blvd. 

Suite 101 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 

 

 

Phone: 615-898-7710 

Fax:      615-898-7999 

Email: mastergardeners.rc@gmail.com 

Editor Email: ksmith555@bellsouth.net 

Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÃÏÏÐȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒÓ ÏÆ 2ÕÔÈÅÒÆÏÒÄ 

County, Tennessee and is published by email the first week of the month.  Those 

members without email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the 

newsletter by U.S.Postal mail.  The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. 

to be included in the newsletter is due the last Friday of  the month. 

 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri Park at 

6:30 p.m., unless specified.  Membership is $25 for a single or $35 for a couple at 

the same address.  All memberships are valid January through December and are 

pro-rated for new members only. 

 

Please note: Master Gardener Certification requires 40 hours of training plus 40 

hours of volunteer service.  Recertification requirements are 25 volunteer hour, 

plus 8 hours of continuing education per year.  Attendance at meetings counts as 

1.5 hour of continuing education and 1.5 hours of administration. 

 

Trade and brand names are used only for information. UT/TSU Extension does 

not guarantee nor warrant the standard of any product mentioned; neither does 

it imply approval of any product to the exclusion of others which also may be 

suitable. 

 

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4ɂH youth development, family 

and consumer sciences and resource development.  University  of Tennessee 

Institute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, county governments 

cooperating, UT Extension, and Tennessee State University. 
 

M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r s  o f  R u t h e r f o r d  C o u n t y  

www.mastergardner-rc.org 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÂȡ 

www.mastergardeners-rc.org 
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