
There are questions you 

need to ask yourself and 

many decisions to make 

before you de-

cide if this is for 

you.  The more 

I dug into it, the 

more I realized 

it will be expen-

sive and I better 

have a good 

return on my investment 

besides the joy of growing 

all year round.  So I started 

my needs analysis.  What 

things do I need to con-

sider and at what cost. 

There are too many consid-

erations to discuss in one 

article, but if you will bear 

with me, we can examine 

some of the reasons why 

you might need a green-

house.  In subsequent arti-

cles, considerations about 

(Continued on page 3) 

Last year I finally had time 

to take the TN Master Gar-

denerôs course after I re-

tired in December, 2009.  I 

was excited as I had 

wanted to do this for the 

last ten years and finally 

after thirty years of owning 

my own business I was do-

ing what I wanted.  It was 

great! 

I loved gardening and 

yearned to grow all year 

round, but I knew the win-

ters were too harsh for 

many tender plants. I was 

always anxious to get a 

head start on growing in 

the spring and had grown 

some things outside in a 

small cold frame, but as 

you get older the cold 

seems to get more bitter. 

That is when I decided I 

needed a greenhouse to 

allow me to grow all year 

round, so I decided to take 

the plunge.  Research took 

me six 

months in 

between 

summer 

gardening, 

lawn mow-

ing and 

landscap-

ing my new home.  I was 

still considering whether 

my gardening pursuits 

warrant a gardening struc-

ture like a greenhouse.  

After all, I found itôs an 

expense and long-range 

commitment, so no matter 

how enthusiastic I was in 

the new spring growing 

season, I canôt simply dive 

into it without taking a 

good, long, hard look at 

what itôs all about and 

whether it makes sense. 
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 *  Editorõs Note:  Greenhouse Gardening is the first in a series of articles on òhow tosó 

with greenhouses, from the planning stages through construction to the actual use.   
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2011 MASTER GARDENER CLASS  
By: Katherine Smith, Editor, CTMG  

The Rutherford County UT-TSU Extension Master Gardener Classes will come 
to a close on April 12, 2011.  This yearôs class was organized by the Master Gar-
deners of Rutherford County, under the supervision of Director Emeritus, 
Dwayne Trail.  There are 42 registered participants in the class.  We hope that 
these graduates will continue honing their skills through the Master Gardeners 
of Rutherford County and look forward to their participation.  We appreciate 

the time and effort of all instructors to help make this yearôs class a success. ÷ 


