
Editor’s Note:  Janet is one of 
MGRC’s most admired Mas-

ter Gardeners.  In this season 
of giving, Janet shares with 
us one of her many acts of 

kindness. 

 

Last year on a cold winter 
morning upon opening my 
dresser drawer of tee 
shirts, I noticed what 
looked like a piece of fluff, 
hair or fur.  Upon giving it 
a little poke out popped a 
squirrel.  Before I could 
react he quickly burrowed 
in my tee shirts out of sight.  
Here is a problem!  What 
to do to get him out?  I 
thought, gloves….I can 
grab him.  As I tried to 
grab him he just burrowed 
deeper.  Okay, gloves did 
not work...now what!  I de-
cided to go to the “Y” and 
exercise while I thought 
about it, and just maybe he 
will be gone (positive think-

ing). 

When returning home, the 
first thing I did was check 
on the little animal.  He 
was still there and very 

comfy. 

That evening, while pon-
dering another plan to get 
him out, “Squirrel” popped 
out of my tee shirts and 
started running around the 
room.  This excited my two 
dogs — barking gleefully, 
they joined the chase; now 
I joined the chase yelling 
and hollering STOP!!  
“Squirrel” did by jumping 

back among my tee shirts.   

Foiled again!  Now what to 

do!  Go to bed and think 
about it in the morning — 

that I did. 

In the morning I called my 
veterinarian asking for his 
help.  He suggested using 
a wild animal trap.  He 
showed me how to set the 
trap and put it out at night 
with plenty of peanuts.  
That night I set the trap in 
the floor next to the 
dresser.  Sure enough, it 
worked!  “Squirrel” was 
trapped and wanted out.  
One problem solved; now 
where to take him — the 
battlefield (Stones River 
National Battlefield).  After 
driving there I found a 
really woody area—I 
opened the trap and out 

he bounded! 

As I drove home I regret I 
didn’t take a picture of 
him; he looked so cute all 
snuggled down in my tee 

shirts. ᴥ 

 

AN ACT OF KINDNESS TO ANIMALS 
By:  Janet Hawley Whitmore, CMG 

Special points of interest: 

 MGRC December Meeting & 

Christmas Dinner 

 MGRC Dues are payable Jan. 1, 

2012 

 Garden Basics Classes  

 TMG Winter School 

GARDEN BASICS REGISTRATION OPENS 
DOOR PRIZES NEEDED 
By:  Reggie Reeves, CMG 

We are happy to announce 

that registration opened on 

November 1 for the 2012 

Garden Basics Class offered 

by the Master Gardeners of 

Rutherford County.  Class 

size is limited to the first 45 

registrants and will be held 

on Monday evenings from 

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm on 

January 23rd, 30th, and 

February 6th, 13th, and 

27th.  More information as 

well as registration materi-

als are available on the Mas-

ter Gardeners of Rutherford 

County web-site at:        

(Continued on page 2) 

Inside this issue: 

TMG Winter School 2 

At The Market 2 

Compost Corner 3 

MGRC Officer Election 4 

Recipe of the Month 5 

MGRC Meeting & Dinner 5 

Calendar & Events 6 

Volume VII  Issue 12 

December 2011 

The Scoop 
Master Gardeners of Rutherford County 



www.mastergardeners-rc.org/html/

classes.html , as well as at the Ruth-

erford County Extension Office.  The 

class is quickly filling up, so anyone 

interested should submit their regis-

tration form ASAP. 

One tradition of the Garden Basics 

Class started by Master Gardener 

Jack Smith is the awarding of door 

(Continued from page 1) prizes to participants at each of the 

5 classes.  Assistance with collecting 

garden themed door prizes from 

local businesses would be very much 

appreciated, and any of our mem-

bership is welcome to help out.  

Please let Mark Murphy know if you 

are will be collecting door prizes so 

that we can be sure that we don’t 

make multiple requests to the same 

business. 

The 2012 Garden Basics Class is 

being coordinated jointly by Jack 

Smith, Mark Murphy and Reggie 

Reeves, and you are welcome to 

contact any of them if you have any 

questions or would like to help out 

with the class in any way.  We 

would like to thank Gina Embry for 

coordinating our press releases for 

this, and to Bob Ellis for posting ma-

terials on our web-site!  ᴥ 

enjoy fresh, seasonal, local 
food.  Many are taking advan-
tage of this new opportunity to 
stock up on farm fresh foods 
and seasonal crafts for the busy 
holiday season, while at the 
same time supporting our local 

farmers and economy. 

 

While November sadly brought about 
the end of both the Rutherford County 
Farmers Market on Tuesdays and Fri-
days, and the Saturday Market on the 
Square, those who enjoy fresh local 
food have reason to rejoice.  The new 
Sunday Market, held from 2:00 to 5:00 
each Sunday afternoon from November 
through December 18th at the Lane Agri
-Center, is proving to be a welcome 
opportunity for those of us who really 

This new Sunday Market has 
also provided an opportunity 
for the Master Gardeners of 
Rutherford County to continue 
its public outreach activities 
through its Farmers Market 
beverage service and infor-
mation table.  With the cooler 
and sometimes damp fall 
weather, market visitors have 

(Continued on page 4) 
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TMG WINTER SCHOOL -- February 9-10, 2012 -- Murfreesboro, TN 
By: Katherine Smith, CMG, Editor 

AT THE MARKET 
By:  Reggie Reeves, CMG 

Available at the Sunday 

Market  

lecturer and award winning host of 
HGTV’s A Gardener’s Diary for 14 

years. 

The education track is geared to pro-
vide TMGs and Interns 
with skills to become more 

effective communicators. 

Also on the program is a 
Silent Auction, which has 
become a Winter School 
favorite.  This auction is 

TMG’s only fundraiser for future Winter 

Schools. 

Projects and Outreach will be featured 
in the Leadership Track.  Carmen Bur-
gos, UT Extension’s 4-H, will share tips 
on how to attract more diversity to your 

programs. 

Last but not least, who will be winners 

of “Search for Excellence”? 

See you at Winter School!  ᴥ 

The Master Gardeners of Rutherford 
County is privileged to again host the 
Tennessee Master Gardener Winter 

School on February 9-10, 2012.   

The TMG Advocacy 
Board has a packed 
agenda which will fea-
ture Keynote Speaker 
Erica Glasner at 8:30 
a.m. CST on Thursday, 
February 9th.  Glasner is 
a horticulturist, author, 
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Who will be winners of 

òSearch for 

Excellenceó ? 

Garden Basics 



The SCOOP 

Pile versus Barrel 
 

At this year’s Fall Garden Extrava-

ganza, Master Gardener Reggie 

Reeves conducted a demonstration 

session on compost, featuring informa-

tion on how to make your own Barrel-

composter. I was happy to serve as 

Reggie’s “sidekick” for that session, 

and helped prepare the handout ma-

terials given to the attendees. 

When someone first begins compost-

ing, a key decision to be made is how 

the compostable materials will be 

handled; in a pile, or in a sealed bar-

rel/tumbler. There are many factors 

that can affect that decision, and 

each factor may have several pros 

and cons. To help folks decide 

whether they want to use a compost 

pile, a compost barrel, or both; 

Reggie and I prepared the chart 

shown below. 

Listed down the center of the chart, 

are common factors to consider for 

composting; such as size, location, and 

so forth. To the left-of-center, are 

some relative thoughts for pile com-

posting. To the right-of-center, are 

some considerations for barrel com-

posting. 

We believe this chart addresses many 

of the common compost “containment” 

questions that typically arise during 

classes and presentations. Hopefully, 

you will find this information useful in 

your own composting efforts, or in 

answering community-generated 

questions during your volunteer activi-

ties as a Master Gardener.  ᴥ 
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THE COMPOST CORNER 
By:  Mark Murphy, CMG 

 

#ÏÍÐÏÓÔ ȣ 0ÉÌÅ ÖÓȢ "ÁÒÒÅÌ 

Pile    Barrel  

Can be just about any size, from small to 
very large. A minimum size of 1 Cubic Yard 

is recommended. 

Size Size is limited by the dimensions of the bar-
rel or tumbler. 

Size may be a limiting factor. In residential 
settings, may need to be concealed by fenc-

ing or shrubs. Not easily moved. 

  
Location 

May offer many location options. May be 
easy to conceal, or be attractive enough to 
leave visible. Relatively easy to move or 

relocate. 

May require supplemental water to maintain 
adequate moisture. Outside of pile often 

dried by sun and wind.  
May be saturated by rain. 

  
Moisture 

Can be difficult to drain or evaporate ex-
cess moisture. Compost usually stays evenly 

moist. 

A pile of sufficient size will usually maintain 
its internal temperature. Outside of pile may 

freeze in winter. 

  
Temperature 

Sunshine may increase temperature inside 
barrel. Contents may freeze in winter. 

May be time consuming and physically de-
manding to turn or aerate the pile. 

Turning & Aeration Usually quick and easy to turn the barrel for 
mixing and aeration; encourages more fre-

quent aeration. 

A typical amount of time to complete the 
composting process is 3 to 6 months. A pile 

of mostly woody/carbon materials may 
require a year or longer. 

  
Time 

The composting process may be completed 
in as little as 3 to 4 weeks. Allow 2 months 
or more if conditions are less than ideal. 

When the compost is finished, it’s time to 
break out the pitchfork and wheelbarrow! 

  
Distribution 

May be easier to empty the finished com-
post from a raised tumbler. Barrel can be 
rolled to the garden bed and dumped. 



been especially pleased to have access 
to hot chocolate, cider, and coffee.  In 
turn, we have had timely opportunities 
to promote our Garden Basics and 
Master Gardeners Training Classes.  
And, it has also provided a great op-

portunity for several Master Gardeners 
and Interns to finish up their required 
community service hours for this year.  
Many thanks go out to those who have 
volunteered during the month of No-

vember. 

Those who have either volunteered or 
shopped at the Sunday Market have 
enjoyed the addition of live acoustic 
music at each Market and live cooking 
demonstrations at the first Sunday Mar-
ket in November and December.  These 
new additions have created a very 
festive and enjoyable atmosphere at 
the market.  So, be sure to come out 
and support the Sunday Market and 

(Continued from page 2) help ensure that it will be back again 

next year! 

For the month of November, our total 
Concessions sales were $158.71, while 
total expenses were $42.86.  Our con-
cession sales to date total $1,614.61, 
and total expenses to date are 
$618.99.  After expenses, we have 

now raised a total of $995.62!   Re-
member that these proceeds will be 
used to support our Dwayne Trail 4-H 
Scholarship Fund, as well as to help 
fund many of our other ongoing service 

activities and projects. 

There are only 3 days of Sunday Mar-
kets left. Thanks again to all who have 
helped to make Master Gardeners at 
the Market a success!  Any Master Gar-
dener or Intern who would like to par-
ticipate in any of these Master Garden-
ers at the Market opportunities is wel-
come to contact me, Reggie Reeves, via 
e-mail at reevesj1@comcast.net , or by 

phone at 615-210-3050. 

See you at the Market! 

 

 

Nominees for MGRC officers were pre-

sented by the Nominating Committee at 

the November meeting.  In addition to 

these nominees, any MGRC member 

may also nominate anyone for any of-

fice position.  Voting will take place at 

our December 19th meeting, which will 

be held at the home of Linda Lindquist, 

our current President.

Nominees are: 

President:         Reggie Reeves 

Vice President:  Doretha Jackson 

Treasurer:         Emily Arnold 

Secretary:         Judy Cunningham 
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MGRC ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2012 

Cast your vote at our December Meeting 

Volume VII, Issue 12 

MGRC Refreshment Corner at the Market  

Market 

MGRC Information Booth at the Market 

mailto:reevesj1@comcast.net


The SCOOP 

sign-up sheet, please e-mail:    
Linda Lindquist at: ljl1074@att.net 

or  

Doretha Jackson at: 

jackson510288@bellsouth.net 

We will vote for officers for 2012. 

 

The MGRC 2011 December meeting will 

be held at the Lindquist home.  Carolyn 

Miller Caterers will prepare our food.  

In addition, each member is asked to 

bring either an appetizer of dessert.  

The cost is $10 per person. 

If you were not at the November meet-
ing and did not get your name on the 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

MGRC DECEMBER MEETING & CHRISTMAS DINNER 

December 19, 2012 AT 6:30 P.M. ñ Lindquist Home 

 

Southern Ladyõs 

APPLE CRANBERRY CIDER 

6     cups apple juice or apple cider 

4     cups cranberry juice 

1/4 cup brown sugar 

3     cinnamon sticks 

1     teaspoon whole cloves 

 

Yield:  10 (8 oz.) servings 

 

In a large pot, combine apple juice, cranberry juice, and brown sugar.   

Make a spice bag with cinnamon sticks and whole cloves and add to juice.  

Bring to a boil, reduce heat, and simmer for 20 minutes. 

 

Note:  For more servings, recipe ban be doubled and heated in a 24-cup electric coffee pot.  Place brown 

sugar and spices in top of coffee pot. 
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Upcoming Events 
DATE EVENT CONTACT 

Dec 19, 2011 December Meeting & Christmas Dinner 

Lindquist Home — Murfreesboro, TN 

Contact:  

Linda Lindquist— ljl1074@att.net or  

Doretha Jackson — jackson510288@bellsouth.net 

Dec 2—Jan 1 UT Gardens: “Choo-Choo Holiday Express 

Friendship Plaza, University of Tennessee; Knoxville, TN 

 

Jan 23, 30 & 

Feb 6, 13, 27 

Garden Basics Classes—Monday Evenings 6:00—9:00 p.m 

Lane Agri-Park — Murfreesboro, TN 

www.mastergardeners-rc.org/html/classes.html  

January 27-28, 2012 Tennessee Horticulture Expo 

Nashville Airport Marriott; Nashville, TN 

www.tnthe.com 

Feb 9-10, 2012 Tennessee Master Gardener 2012 Winter School 

Lane Agri-Park — Murfreesboro, TN 

Contact: Beth Babbett— TMG Website or  

ebabbit@utk.edu  

MGRC Meeting 

& Christmas 

Dinner 

Winter Solstice 



Master Gardeners of Rutherford County 

UT/TSU Rutherford County Extension 

Lane Agri-Park 

315 John R. Rice Blvd. 

Suite 101 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 

 

Phone: 615-898-7710 

Fax: 615-898-7999 

EMail: mastergardeners.rc@gmail.com 

Editor EMail: ksmith555@bellsouth.net 

4ÈÅ 3ÃÏÏÐȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒÓ ÏÆ 2ÕÔÈÅÒÆÏÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ 

Tennessee and is published by email the first week of the month.  Those members 

without email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by 

U.S.Postal mail.  The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be included in the 

newsletter is due the last Friday of  the month. 

 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri Park at 6:30 

p.m., unless specified.  Membership is $25 for a single or $35 for a couple at the same 

address.  All memberships are valid January through December and are pro-rated for 

new members only. 

 

Please note: Master Gardener Certification requires 40 hours of training plus 40 hours 

of volunteer service.  Recertification requirements are 25 volunteer hour, plus 8 hours 

of continuing education per year.  Attendance at meetings counts as 1.5 hour of con-

tinuing education and 1.5 hours of administration. 

 

Trade and brand names are used only for information. UT/TSU Extension does not 

guarantee nor warrant the standard of any product mentioned; neither does it imply 

approval of any product to the exclusion of others which also may be suitable. 

 

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4ɂH youth development, family and 

consumer sciences and resource development.  University  of Tennessee Institute of 

Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, county governments cooperating, UT 

Extension, and Tennessee State University. 

We’re on the Web: 

www.mastergardeners-rc.org 


