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Newsletter Editor: WINTERIZING WATER FBTURES

Katherine Smith, CMG By: Don & Wanda Richardson, CMGs
and Koi Aficionados

W ater features come in many sizes and typdsit all require some main-
) I tenance. This article focuses on fall and winter maintenance. We will start with
Inside this issue: . . .

the simpler water features and working up to the more compléhus a logical place to

begin is with bird baths and fountains and then move to water gardens and fish ponds.

Veg. Gardeners Co 2 Bird Baths:

ner - Fall Gardening ) ) ) )
The intent of having a bird bath is to at-

tract birds to your landscape by providing
clean water. Two things draw birds to yo
yardt food and water. Because of the li
ited availability of these during the winte
Fall in Colorado months, winter is a critical time to providg
these two items for our feathered friends
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vate bird baths and feeders but they still
need routine cleaning and feharging In regards to bird baths, routine cleaning is im-
portant to remove rotting leaves and to brustff unsightly algae growth. In our climate

MGRC Vineyard

MGRC Gardens 3

MGs At The Market 4

New Greenhouses: 7
UTIA Knoxville

Recipe of the Montt 8

O
[t

Calendar & Events . 9

Announcements (zone 7) freezing is not likely to occur over an extended period rather they are likely to
freeze overnight and during most days will thaw during the daylight hours. Thus, birds
Mar k fnSez 10 will normally have access to clean water sometime during the day.

Officers/Committee: ¥ Fountains:

About MGRC 11 Fountains also will collect rotting leaves and algae

growth. But in the case of fountains freezing, even tem-
porary freezing, may cause the pump to run dry (no wa-

#4 ter moving through the pump) which may shorten the

# life of the pump by causing needless wear. So late fall is
d a good time to give the fountain a good cleartindyain

& itT unplug the pump and then cover it with a sheet of
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By: Jack Smith, CMG, TAB

Fall Gardening:

The southern US has two gardening seasons: one in the spring and one in the fall separated by about 12
weeks of very hot weather. Because the vegetable growing seasons in the South are during the transitional
months of spring and fall, a wide variety of temperatures and growing conditions an affect vegetable yields
and plant health. In some areas, growing cold hardy vegetables will enable you to harvest fresh food from
the garden year round.

Many gardeners think autumn means an end to gardening. It is surprising what plants can be grown up until
the first freeze or even after if the weather is mild; and you can extend your harvest by using row covers,
mulch and cold frames. Mustard greens, kale, and carrots are sweeter tasting after they have been touched
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can take temperatures below 28 degrees.

Keep in mind that your plants will grow slower as the weather cools and the days become shorter. It may
take a little experimenting and tracking of your results to determine the ideal planting times for fall vegeta-
bles. Cooler weather may give you the illusion that your fall garden crops will need less water. This is not
the case. Keep a close eye on the amount of rainfall your fall vegetable garden gets each week. If it is not
getting at least 1 to 1.5 inches each week, you will need to make up the difference by irrigating.

Fall gardening can also help you get a jump on spring by planting crops that will germinate in the fall, survive
the winter under a light mulch of straw or shredded leaves, and then resume growth at the first sign of

spring arriving. Vegetables that will thrive under this treatment include garlic, shallots, kale, collards, spin-

ach and certain varieties of lettuce. Set strawberry plants this month in a garden bed or container. Water
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Now is the time you should take soil samples to your Extension Service to determine what elements or fertil-
izer needs your soil may have. Many times it is better to add certain elements in the fall, if they are needed,
so they will be available to your garden plants next spring.

FROM THE VINEYARD

By: Sandra & Eddie Lehto, CMGs

{| sandra and Eddie gathered aboul/R to 2 bushels of Norton grapes

from the vineyard. They processed these beautiful grapes for two days

gl by straining them once and letting them sit overnight in refrigerator.

i1 They then decanted and strained again to yield 21 quarts of grape
juice.
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THE MGRC GARDENS

By: Nancy Nelson, CMG
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check it out. The herb garden and butterfly garden are beautiful; they are full of butterflies, blooms and
bees.

Tatarian Aster
Tatarian Aster
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cated on the side of the garden against the fence.
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beauty until now. She found it in Rugby TN at the Victorian Era Heirloom and Native Plant Spring Festival
Sale a few years ago. (That may be some place we want to add to our spring plant shopping list for next

year.) The butterflies love it and deer are supposed to ignore it. How much better can a plant get for this
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Herb Garden Zinnias with a Gulf Fritiliary
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MASTER GARDENERS AT THE MARKET n

By: Reggie Reeves, CMG, f;g“

b g

&IRSTU&RIDAY EBSepembeTEU -ARKET
A"ACKYARDU&RUITSA

Fall Came Early Near Beautiful Lake City, Colorado

Lake San CrisolalColorado Deer Lakes Road near Cathe-
Sept. 17, 2012 dralt Colorado Sept. 17, 2012

NearUncompahgre and Cry$-
tal peakst Colorado Sept. 9 Photos by S. Robinson

2012 Lake City, CO




