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Inside this issue: 
W ater features come in many sizes and typesτbut all require some main-

tenance. This article focuses on fall and winter maintenance. We will start with 

the simpler water features and working up to the more complexτthus a logical place to 

begin is with bird baths and fountains and then move to water gardens and fish ponds. 

Bird Baths: 

The intent of having a bird bath is to at-

tract birds to your landscape by providing 

clean water. Two things draw birds to your 

yardτfood and water. Because of the lim-

ited availability of these during the winter 

months, winter is a critical time to provide 

these two items for our feathered friends. 

¢ƘǳǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŀŎǘƛπ

vate bird baths and feeders but they still 

need routine cleaning and re-charging. In regards to bird baths, routine cleaning is im-

portant to remove rotting leaves and to brush-off unsightly algae growth. In our climate 

(zone 7) freezing is not likely to occur over an extended period rather they are likely to 

freeze overnight and during most days will thaw during the daylight hours. Thus, birds 

will normally have access to clean water sometime during the day. 

Fountains: 

Fountains also will collect rotting leaves and algae 

growth. But in the case of fountains freezing, even tem-

porary freezing, may cause the pump to run dry (no wa-

ter moving through the pump) which may shorten the 

life of the pump by causing needless wear. So late fall is 

a good time to give the fountain a good cleaningτdrain 

itτunplug the pump and then cover it with a sheet of 

(Continued on page 5) 

See Our New Website: 

www.mastergardeners-rc.org 

Newsletter Editor: 
Katherine Smith, CMG 

WINTERIZING WATER FEATURES 
By: Don & Wanda Richardson, CMGs ɂ 
and Koi Aficionados  

http://www.mastergardeners-rc.org
https://www.facebook.com/#!/MasterGardenersRutherfordCounty
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Fall Gardening:  

The southern US has two gardening seasons: one in the spring and one in the fall separated by about 12 

weeks of very hot weather.  Because the vegetable growing seasons in the South are during the transitional 

months of spring and fall, a wide variety of temperatures and growing conditions an affect vegetable yields 

and plant health.  In some areas, growing cold hardy vegetables will enable you to harvest fresh food from 

the garden year round.   

Many gardeners think autumn means an end to gardening.  It is surprising what plants can be grown up until 

the first freeze or even after if the weather is mild; and you can extend your harvest by using row covers, 

mulch and cold frames. Mustard greens, kale, and carrots are sweeter tasting after they have been touched 

ōȅ ŦǊƻǎǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŀƭŀŘ ŎǊƻǇǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŜǘǘǳŎŜΣ ǎǇƛƴŀŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǳƎǳƭŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

can take temperatures below 28 degrees.  

Keep in mind that your plants will grow slower as the weather cools and the days become shorter.  It may 

take a little experimenting and tracking of your results to determine the ideal planting times for fall vegeta-

bles.  Cooler weather may give you the illusion that your fall garden crops will need less water.  This is not 

the case.  Keep a close eye on the amount of rainfall your fall vegetable garden gets each week.  If it is not 

getting at least 1 to 1.5 inches each week, you will need to make up the difference by irrigating. 

Fall gardening can also help you get a jump on spring by planting crops that will germinate in the fall, survive 

the winter under a light mulch of straw or shredded leaves, and then resume growth at the first sign of 

spring arriving.  Vegetables that will thrive under this treatment include garlic, shallots, kale, collards, spin-

ach and certain varieties of lettuce. Set strawberry plants this month in a garden bed or container. Water 

ǿŜƭƭΦ !ƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǿŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƻǘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƛŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǎǿŀǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ǝƴŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǎǉǳƛǘƻŜǎΦ 

Now is the time you should take soil samples to your Extension Service to determine what elements or fertil-

izer needs your soil may have.  Many times it is better to add certain elements in the fall, if they are needed, 

so they will be available to your garden plants next spring.   

4(% 6%'%4!",% '!2$%.%23ȭ #/2.%2 

By: Jack Smith, CMG, TAB 

FROM THE VINEYARD 
 
By: Sandra & Eddie Lehto, CMGs 

Sandra and Eddie gathered about 1-1/2  to 2 bushels of Norton grapes 

from the vineyard.  They processed these beautiful grapes for two days 

by straining them once and letting them sit overnight in refrigerator. 

They then decanted and strained again to yield 21 quarts of grape 

juice.   
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I  Ŧ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ check it out. The herb garden and butterfly garden are beautiful; they are full of butterflies, blooms and 
bees. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǘŀǊƛŀƴ !ǎǘŜǊ όAster tataricus) at the back of the garden. It 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ȅŜǘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ р Ŧǘ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǾŜƴŘŜǊ ōƭƻƻƳǎ ƭƻπ
cated on the side of the garden against the fence. 

WƻȅŎŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘǎ ǘǊǳŜ 
beauty until now. She found it in Rugby TN at the Victorian Era Heirloom and Native Plant Spring Festival 
Sale a few years ago. (That may be some place we want to add to our spring plant shopping list for next 
year.) The butterflies love it and deer are supposed to ignore it. How much better can a plant get for this 
ŀǊŜŀΚ {ǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻƳǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻǳǘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

THE MGRC GARDENS 
By: Nancy Nelson, CMG 

Tatarian Aster 

Herb Garden Zinnias with a Gulf Fritiliary 

Tatarian Aster 
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MASTER GARDENERS AT THE MARKET 
By: Reggie Reeves, CMG,  
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Lake San CrisobalτColorado      

Sept. 17, 2012 

Deer Lakes Road near Cathe-

dralτColorado  Sept. 17, 2012 

Fall Came Early Near Beautiful Lake City, Colorado 

Near Uncompahgre and Crys-

tal peaks  τ Colorado Sept. 9, 

2012  
Photos by S. Robinson  -   

Lake City, CO 


