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Being a member is about more than paying dues! 
Being a Rutherford County Master Gardener (RCMG)... 
o Enables you to participate in projects that will go toward 

earning annual recertification hours (25 per year). 
o Informs you of classes and events to earn your Continuing 

Education hours (8 per year). 
o Entitles you to the password for the “Members Only”  

section of the RCMG website and the private facebook 
page. 

o Lists you in the annual membership directory. 
o Entitles you to a RCMG identification card—which is good 

for discounts at several local nurseries and businesses. 
o Provides you with access to the latest, research based 

information provided to Master Gardeners nationwide. 
o Provides you with opportunities to interact  with other 

Master Gardeners to learn, socialize and share ideas. 
  
According to a survey by the Journal of  Extension here are 
the top reasons people say they benefit from being Master 
Gardeners: 
 The opportunity to learn about plants, soil and horticulture. 
 Educational benefits not provided by other means. 
 Practical classroom instruction and hands-on experience. 
 I like contributing to the growth and development of my 

community. 
 I like the flexibility I have as a Master Gardener to conduct 

the types of volunteer work I want. 
 MG materials are excellent, reliable, research based 

information. 
 I receive praise and recognition form being a Master 

Gardener Volunteer. 
 As a Master Gardener, I have gained the respect of people 

in the community. 
 The Master Gardener organization is regarded as a highly 

prestigious organization in the community. 
 

Rutherford County  
Master Gardener Assn.  Next Meeting………        
February 16 6:30 PM      Lane Agri-Park   
        Community Center 

 

Last Opportunity to be 
included in the annual 
directory... 
We’ll be taking photos for the 
2015 Directory at the February 
meeting.  Or you can email 
your favorite “selfie” to Linda 
Lindquist      llindqu1@utk.edu 
 
The directory will be 
distributed at the March 
meeting so if you want to be 
included, please make sure to 
give your dues to Joy 
Anderton.   
Single:  $30  Couple  $40 
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Both University of Tennessee and Tennessee State University have updated 
their logos. 
If you are preparing any presentations, please make sure to use the new 
logos.  
 

The logos have been posted as .jpg files on the private Master Gardener page so 
you can easily copy / paste them into your presentations.  They  will  be on the  
“Members Only” page of our website soon. 

Get a head start on controlling weeds in your lawns! 
Preemergent herbicides for the prevention of crabgrass, goosegrass, and other summer annual weeds 
should be applied before the weed seeds start to germinate. Crabgrass usually begins to germinate by 
mid-March, but an extended early warm-up could speed the process up. To improve your odds of being 
ahead of crabgrass germination, plan to have pre-emergent applied and activated by end of February  -  
the second week of March at the latest. When the forsythia is in bloom is a good natural indicator of 
when to apply preemergent herbicides.   
 

All preemergent herbicides require that water (often ½ inch), be applied after application within a fairly short time in order 
to be effective. Rainfall or irrigation both work, the key is to get the water on it in time. Directions are on the product label. 
Follow them! A second application several weeks later (time specified on the product label) will offer the best season long 
summer annual control. 
 

 Winter annual broadleaf weeds (chickweed, henbit, bittercress, etc.) should 
be controlled before they begin to bloom heavily and produce seeds. Treating 
these weeds when they are young and actively growing will give you better 
success than trying to control mature weeds. A wide variety of products will 
provide effective levels of control if applied at the correct rate before the 
weeds become overly mature. The greater the level of weed maturity, the lower 
the level of control will generally be.  Active ingredients to look for are:  2,4-D, 
MCPP , dicamba or carfentrazone.   
Sprays will adhere to leaves better than granular treatments. Adding a little 
dish soap to the mixture further increases adhesion. Follow label directions! 
Don’t spray if the wind is blowing more than 5 mph. Always wear protective gear!  Face mask, gloves, long sleeves / pants 
and shoes are recommended when applying any herbicide. 
  
Don’t forget your ornamental plantings. 
If you weed your plant beds and get them clean and weed free, the use of preemergent herbicides can minimize the 
populations of summer annual weeds that appear later.  
Woody landscape plants and trees can be protected from overwintering scales, mites, aphids, and other overwintering 
critters by applying dormant oil between now and bud break. Thorough coverage of the plant is essential for good control 
when using oil. 
Plants can be protected from critters such as lace bugs, Asian Wooly Hackberry Aphids (remember the mess from them last 
year) and others by applying a drench of a product containing imidacloprid when the plants begin to show signs of growth 
this spring. 
The window for planting summer blooming bulbs is opening now. 
A fresh layer of mulch can spruce up the looks of beds, just don’t get carried away! A total depth of 4 inches is plenty 
It’s a good time to prune summer blooming shrubs such as crape myrtle as well as trees in the landscape while they’re still 

dormant. But don’t delay too long as they’ll wake up soon.  
     ~ Linda Lindquist, CMG (with liberal borrowing from a Grass Master presentation by Mitchell Mote, Extension Agent) 

  

Preemergent Herbicides 

Common  Name Brand Name Examples 

Dithiopyr 

Pendimethalin 

Benefin 

Corn gluten 

Isoxben (broadleaf only) 

Dimension 

Scotts Halt, Pendulum 

Balan 

Concern Weed Control 

Gallery 
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Help our association earn income just 

by shopping at Kroger. 

Simply go to this website: 

Www.krogercommunityrewards.com 
If you already have a Kroger account, sign in 

If you don’t have a Kroger account, sign up! 

Follow the simple instructions to select your 

community rewards partner.  The 

number for the Master Gardeners of 

Rutherford County is 37167. 
 

For every purchase you make, we 

will receive a donation from Kroger of 

3%.   

Don’t forget our other partner: 

Just Love Coffee pays us 

a rebate whenever we 

purchase coffee from them! 

We are always looking for ways to communicate more effectively with our membership.  Emails can get overwhelming & information 
lost in the sheer number of communications we get every day. 
In addition to our public Facebook page  (mastergardenersrutherfordcounty) we now have a PRIVATE page, just for members only.  
On this page, there will be  membership announcements,  information,  events.  It’s a great way for Master Gardeners to 
communicate with each other.  
The best part, you can check the information when YOU want to and stay as connected as YOU choose! 
You can request an invite  by going to  https://www.facebook.com/groups/MGRCprivategroup 
Or send an email to our FaceBook Page manager, Tina Pointer @ seahag1311@yahoo.com & she will link you up! 
 
Not a Facebook user?  Never fear, we will still send out emails as long as they are needed! 
         ~ from the  Communications Team 
 

New 

Facebook page 

for our 

members only! 

Master Gardener Clothing 
Now Available! 

Have you noticed the snazzy new vests 
our “Growth Team” has been wearing? 
You can now order your own vests—or other 
wearable items. 
Our logo is available at: 

EmbroidMe 
1818 NW Broad Street 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Phone:  615-895-1182 

Just let them know you are a 
Rutherford Master Gardener and 
show your RCMG ID card (that you received 
when you paid your dues last year!).  

Order the items you want with our logo 
on them & identify yourself as a 
Rutherford County Master Gardener! 

  MGRC Private Group 



“The Scoop” is the official newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County, Tennessee and is published by email the second week of the month.  Those 

members without email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by U.S. Postal mail.      

Please send articles, photos, and comments to Linda Lindquist, Editor:   mastergardeners.rc@gmail.com             
 The deadline for articles, and other items to be included in the newsletter is the last Friday of the month. 
Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri Park at 6:30 p.m., unless specified.  Membership is $30 for a single or $40 for a couple 
at the same address.  All memberships are valid January thru December and are pro-rated for new members only. 

Trade and brand names are used only for information.  UT/TSU Extension does not guarantee nor warrant the standard of any product mentions; neither does 
it imply approval of any products to the exclusion of others which also may be suitable. 

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H youth development, family and consumer sciences and resource development.  University of Tennessee Institute 

of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, county governments cooperating, UT Extension and Tennessee State University. 
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2015  

Rutherford County 

master Gardener  

Association Board 

“I'm All About That... Bird” 

          ~Joy Anderton, CMG  
 
 Well, not just one bird...all kinds of birds.  Saturday morning the 
song of a Carolina Wren woke me up.  Even though I would have 
slept longer without the interruption of a bird's song, the 
disturbance if you will, was a pleasant reminder of the sweet 
sounds of Spring and Summer.  Two days ago a Copper's Hawk 
perched itself in a neighbor's tree and its sighting and distinctive 
call were also welcoming.   
 
 Winter seems so long when the sights and sounds and interests 
we may enjoy the most have to be put on hold.  So to hear or see a 
bird other than the multitude of robins flocking around the birdbath 
or an occasional crow cawing as it flies over the house, brought to 
mind the dull-drum of Winter is about to pass.   
 
 As our aviary friends start to build their nests, we can supply 
nesting materials and nourishment by using things we have on 
hand.  Pet or human hair (in 4-6" lengths) can be placed in mesh 
bags and hung in the yard for birds to use in their nests.  Crush 
hard-boiled eggshells to add calcium to their diets during the 
breeding season.  
 
 A common thread that probably 
unites us all is the joy of being outside 
amidst nature.  Attracting birds to your 
surroundings just might be another 
way to sit back at the end of a day and 
enjoy all that is good.  An excellent 

online source of information is 
allaboutbirds.org. 
 Carolina Wren 


