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got Blog? 

Do you read the weekly blog at the Master 
Gardeners of Rutherford County web site? 

If so, great! ... If not, we hope you will 

bookmark that page and become a regular visitor. 
New blog entries are posted weekly, usually on 
Friday. 

We're looking for new bloggers (Master Gardeners 
or Interns) to contribute entries. You might enjoy 
posting to the blog on a monthly basis, or you may 
only wish to contribute an occasional entry as a 
"guest" blogger. Either way, if this interests you, 
please contact our webmaster, Sabine Ehlers 
(winningoutcome@yahoo.com) for more details. 

We try to keep the blog fun and interesting, all the 
while hoping to share useful tips, references, and 
ideas with the readers; to further the educational 
mission of the Master Gardeners organization. 
Sabine contributes a nice variety of topics to the 
blog. Since I tend to write about my primary 
gardening interest, vegetables, I think we could 
definitely benefit from more bloggers that can 
contribute items about flowers and ornamental 
plants (and other gardening interests). Of course, 
more veggie blogs are welcome too. 

We hope you'll visit the blog, get 
inspired, and get on board! 

Garden oné  Mark Murphy, CMG 

2013 Adventures in Agriculture  

Although we had a chilly, windy start, 

Saturday turned out to be a beautiful day.  It 

appears to have been one of the best 

attended AIA days to date.  Over 30 Master 

Gardeners & Interns volunteered to help out 

with organizing the event, giving 

demonstrations, helping children make 

gardening crafts and most of all, explaining 

over and over again who the Master 

Gardeners are and how we are here, along 

with Extension to help serve the community.  

Great job by all our Volunteers!  Thank you!!  

Nancy Nelson & Peggy Moore teaching at the Butterfly Garden 

Jerry Weaver helps a young gardener plant his first seeds. 

Everyone was interested in 

Jack Smithõs òself-

wateringó containers. 

REWARD! 
!ÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȟ ÐÈÏÔÏÓȟ ÒÅÃÉÐÅÓȟ 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÃÏÏÐȱ 
3ÅÎÄ ÔÏ ,ÉÎÄÁ ,ÉÎÄÑÕÉÓÔȡ  
ÌÊÌυτϋψΆÁÔÔȢÎÅÔ  

9/5 ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒÓ 
ÌÕÃËÙ ÒÁÆУÌÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒȦ 

mailto:winningoutcome@yahoo.com
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Seasonal Eating -  

Fresh Strawberry Salad  
 

ˑ ̈̅́̄ ̒̏̍́̉̎̅ ̌̅̔̔̃̅̕ˍ ̒̉̎̓̅̄ˍ 

̄̒̉̅̄ ˆ ̃̈̏̐̐̅̄ 

˒ ̂̎̃̈̅̓̕ˍ ̆̒̅̓̈ ̓̐̉̎́̃̈ˍ ̗́̓̈̅̄ˍ 

̄̒̉̅̄ ˆ ̃̈̏̐̐̅̄ 

ˑ ̐̉̎̔ ̆̒̅̓̈ ̗̓̔̒́̂̅̒̒̉̅̓ˍ ̓̌̉̃̅̄ 

ˑ ˢ̅̒̍̄́̕ ̏̎̉̏̎ˍ ̓̌̉̃̅̄ ̙̔̈̉̎̌ 

ˑˏ˓ ̃̐̕ ̙̍́̏̎̎́̉̓̅ 

˒ ˴́̂̌̅̓̐̏̏̎̓ ̗̈̉̔̅ ̗̉̎̅ ̖̉̎̅̇́̒ 

˒ ˴́̂̌̅̓̐̏̏̎̓ ̗̈̉̔̅ ̓̇́̒̕ ˈ̏̒ ́̒̔̉̆̉̃̉́̌ ̗̓̅̅̔̅̎̅̒ˉ 

ˑˏ˔ ̃̐̕ ̍̉̌̋ 

˒ ˴́̂̌̅̓̐̏̏̎̓ ̙̐̏̐̐ ̓̅̅̄̓ 

 

       

Plant of  the Month:  

Peonies (Paeonia spp.) 
Two types of peonies are used in the home landscape:  Garden Peonies and Tree Peonies. 

This month, we will review Garden Peonies.  

Peonies come in several forms, single, semi-double, double, anemone.  The flowers only 

last a week or two in late spring to early summer, but are worth it!  If you choose early, mid 

and late blooming varieties you could have a blooming season of up to 6 weeks.  So far, 

colors range from white to crimson red and every thing in between except blue. 

Well drained, sunny locations with a soil PH of 6.5ñ7 with rich, deep organic matter will provide the best home. Planting is 

best done in the fall or early spring as soon as the soil is dry enough to work.  Dig a generous hole, wide enough to add some 

organic matter and still give the roots plenty of room.  Place the plant so that the òeyesó (small, red colored buds) are only 1-

2inches below the soil surface.  Donõt plant too deep or you wonõt have many blooms).  Fill the hole and water in well. 

Once planted, peonies donõt like to be moved or disturbed.  If blooms decline, it may be time for dividing by digging up and 

dividing the clump into sections with 3-5 eyes and plenty of roots in each section.  Replant immediately.  

Peonies donõt suffer from many diseases or insect problems.  Avoid overhead irrigation to reduce leaf blotch.  Scales may 

cause problems.  If you notice a sticky substance (ôhoneydewó) with black sooty molds, you may want to treat the plant with 

dormant oil (in early spring) or summer oil (after warm weather comes).  Read instructions carefully. 

If you arenõt getting the blooms you want, consider these causes: 

Planted too deeply, young plants, too much nitrogen used, not enough sunlight, overcrowding, insect or disease problems, 

competition from other plants for nutrients, late freezes. 

After blooming, leave the dark green foliage alone, but cut it back to 3-4 inches before the first freeze. Do not compost over 

the peony while it is dormant.  Keep any winter compost 6 inches from base of stem. 

Ants on peonies:  ants are attracted to the nectar on the buds.  They will not hurt the flowers or the leaves.  Ants on peonies 

will not cause you to have ants in your home. 

When cutting peonies, simple cut when they are in bud or just beginning to open & shake the ants gently off.  This will also 

make your cut flowers last longer as they open in your home.  You can cut peonies in bud and store them in the refrigerator, 

in a vase covered with a plastic bag, for several weeks. They will open when removed from fridge, stems recut & placed in 

water.      ~source    Ohio State Extension / University of North Carolina        Submitted by:  Linda Lindquist 

˩̎ ̌́̒̇̅ ̗̂̏̌ˍ ̃̏̍̂̉̎̅ˍ ̒̏̍́̉̎̅ˍ ̓̐̉̎́̃̈ˍ 

̗̓̔̒́̂̅̒̒̉̅̓ ́̎̄ ̓̌̉̃̅̄ ̏̎̉̏̎ˌ 

˩̎ ́ ̊́̒ ̗̉̔̈ ̔̉̇̈̔ ̆̉̔̔̉̎̇ ̌̉̄ˍ ̃̏̍̂̉̎̅ 

̙̍́̏̎̎́̉̓̅ˍ ̖̉̎̅̇́̒ˍ ̓̇́̒̕ˍ ̍̉̌̋ ́̎̄ 

̙̐̏̐̐ ̓̅̅̄̓ˌ  ˳̈́̋̅ ̗̅̌̌ ̔̏ ̘̍̉ ́̎̄ 

̐̏̒̕ ̖̏̅̒ ̓́̌́̄ˌ  ˴̏̓̓ ̔̏ ̖̙̅̅̎̌ ̃̏́̔ˌ 

           

          ̞˳̂̍̉̔̔̅̄̕ ̙̂˚  ˬ̉̎̄́ ˬ̉̎̄̑̉̓̔̕ 

Does anybody read this? 


