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Plant of the Month:
Peonies (Paeonia spp.)

Two types of peonies are used in the home landscape: Garden Peonies and Tree Peo
This month, we will review Garden Peonies.

Peonies come in several forms, single;dserble, double, anemone. The flowers only

last a week or two in late spring to early summer, but are worth it! If you choose early, n

and late blooming varieties you could have a blooming season of up to 6 weeks. So
colors range from white to crimson red and every thing in between except blue.

Well drained, sunny locations with a soil PH &f B.%ith rich, deep organic matter will provide the best home. Planting is
best done in the fall or early spring as soon as the soil is dry enough to work. Dig a generous hole, wide enoagh to ac

organic matter and stil!] give the roots plenty ¥ ro
2inches below the soil surface. Dondt plant too dee
Once planted, peonies dondot |i ke to be moved or dist
dividing the clump into sections with 8yes and plenty of roots in each section. Replant immediately.

Peonies donoét suffer from many di seases or insect pr
cause probl ems. I f you notice a sticky substance (06
dormant oil (in early spring) or summer oil (after warm weather comes). Read instructions carefully.

I f you arendt getting the blooms you want, consi der

Planted too deeply, young plants, too much nitrogen used, not enough sunlight, overcrowding, insect or disease proble
competition from other plants for nutrients, late freezes.

After blooming, leave the dark green foliage alone, but cut it bakktih&s before the first freeze. Do not compost over
the peony while it is dormant. Keep any winter compost 6 inches from base of stem.

Ants on peonies: ants are attracted to the nectar on the buds. They will not hurt the flowers or the leaves. émts on pe
will not cause you to have ants in your home.

When cutting peonies, simple cut when they are in bud or just beginning to open & shake the ants gently off. This will
make your cut flowers last longer as they open in your home. You can cut peonies in bud and store them in the refrige
in a vase covered with a plastic bag, for several weeks. They will open when removed from fridge, stems recut & place
water.  ~source Ohio State Extension / University of North Carolina Submitted by: Linda Lindquist

Seasonal Eating

Fresh Strawberry Salad

Does anybody read this?



